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Beach Po!ution 

Introduction

According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of the United States government, 

“pollution of coastal environments threatens the use of beaches as an economic, recreational, and 

aesthetic resource. Impacts can result from activities occurring on the beach 

itself or from points within the coastal watershed that drain to an area of the 

beach. Marine debris, such as litter left on the beach after a picnic, is an 

example of a local impact. Some typical impacts from activities farther up in 

the watershed include poor water quality from excessive nutrients (in the 

form of fertilizers draining from lawns or agricultural fields within the 

watershed); and from litter washed into storm drains and eventually reaching 

the beach. Litter can make it unsafe to walk on the beach; pathogens or algae 

blooms can make it unsafe to swim; and other pollutants can make it unsafe 

to eat the fish or shellfish caught from the waters.”  To find out more 

information about beach pollution visit the following website http://

water.epa.gov/type/oceb/fact2.cfm. 

How to read the graph:

The graph above is a pie graph.  Pie graphs are used to show how several parts 

make up a whole.  In this graph, data taken from the EPA shows percentages 

of different types of trash found on beaches.  Use the legend on the far right side to determine what 

each piece of the graph means. 

Questions

1. ) What are the three most commonly found articles of trash on beaches?  What 

percentage do they make up? 

2. ) What is the percentage difference between plastic and glass found on beaches?  Why 

do you think plastic is found so much more than glass?  

3.) What three pieces of the graph make up half of the trash found on beaches?  What 

could be some of the sources of this trash?
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