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Energy Resources 

Introduction

According to the US Department of Energy,  “there are two types of energy resources: nonrenewable and 
renewable. Energy sources are considered nonrenewable if they cannot be replenished (made again) in a short 
period of time. On the other hand, renewable energy sources such as solar and wind can be replenished naturally.
Nonrenewable energy sources come out of the ground as liquids, gases, and solids. Crude oil (petroleum) is the 
only commercial nonrenewable fuel that is naturally in liquid form. Natural gas and propane are normally gases, 
and coal is a solid.  Fossil fuels are nonrenewable, but not all nonrenewable energy sources are fossil fuels.  Coal, 
petroleum, natural gas, and propane are all considered fossil fuels because they were formed from the buried 
remains of plants and animals that lived millions of years ago.  Uranium ore, a solid, is mined and converted to a 
fuel used at nuclear power plants. Uranium is not a fossil fuel, but is a nonrenewable fuel.  Renewable energy 
sources including biomass, hydropower, geothermal, wind, and solar provide 8% of the energy used in the United 
States. Most renewable energy goes to producing electricity.”  For more information on energy 
resources explore the Department of Energy’s website: http://energy.gov/science-innovation/
energy-sources.  Or also take a look at http://www.eia.gov/kids/index.cfm.

How to read the graph

This graph is much like the pie graph in lesson one: beach pollution.  However, in this graph 
there is no available legend.  Instead, each piece of the graph is conveniently labeled for you.  
Simply examine each part of the pie graph to to determine what percentage it makes up. 

Questions

1. ) Which type of energy source is produced most in the USA?  What reasons can you 

give to support this?

2. ) What percentage of energy production is “other energy sources”?  What would be some other 

examples of alternative energy that is not located on this graph?

3.)  Besides coal, what are two energy resources that make up approximately half of the USA energy 

sources?  Which of these are considered finite or limited in quantity? 
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