Sherlock Holmes Reflections on Forensic Science

When Sherlock discovers the identity of the cloaked individual he says to Watson, “I was looking for it”.  How does this compare to what a forensic scientists do everyday in investigations? 

Holmes anesthetizes his dog with a new drug that seems to have killed him.  How do you think early toxicologists studied the effects of drug interactions?

In the dinner scene Holmes seems to notice every happening in the room to the point that he appears to become overwhelmed by it all.  How does this show his true detective/forensic side?

At dinner Holmes says, “the little details are the most important”.  He then goes on to analyze Watson and his girlfriend.  What is meant by this statement as it relates to forensics? 

In the fight scene Holmes seemingly breaks down the entire scene before it happens.  He analyzes how each hit inflicts certain injuries.  How do forensic scientists do the same after an event as occurred?

When Watson pronounces Lord Blackwood dead what techniques did he employ to ensure that he was dead?  What would a doctor use today to determine death?

Why does Sherlock smell and lick the rocks from the graveyard rubble?  What tests do scientists run today instead of tasting and smelling?  

How does Holmes and Watson determine the time of death of the man in the coffin?   

How does Holmes use document reconstruction to read the message on the burnt paper?

Holmes’ sense of smell is extremely accurate.  How does he use this in the chemist lab scene?  What funny food odor did he smell?

Forensic scientists must be extremely observant.  How does Holmes show his ability when he meets with the “friends in high places”?

How does Holmes use some pieces of anthropometry to identify Lord Blackwood’s father?

In the bathtub, Sir Thomas death scene, Holmes brings up contamination of crime scenes asking, “Why did you drain the water?”   What does he teach us about forensic investigation of crime scene and physical evidence?

When Holmes performs the autopsy what evidence does he look for?  What does he find?

